Nature of the Question.                25 r
shall now examine this view; but before entering on its direct discussion, a few preliminary remarks seem necessary.
First, then, the question, Are there entire tribes and nations which have no religious beliefs or practices whatever ? is a question as to a matter of fact It ought to be decided, therefore, solely by an appeal to facts. But it is very apt to be decided, and has very often been decided, by the theological or philosophical prepossessions of those who have undertaken to answer it. Men like Buchner, Pouchet, O. Schmidt, show by the very tone in which they pronounce many of the lower tribes of men to be totally devoid of religious sentiments, that they deem this to be a stroke which tells strongly against religion. It is impossible, I think, for an impartial person, even were he on the whole to approve of their conclusion, to read what they have written, and to mark how they have written, on this subject, without perceiving that they have been more animated by dislike of religion than by the love of truth. On the other hand, with many it is a foregone conclusion that religion must be universal ; and their reason for affirming it to be universal is, not that the relevant facts prove this, but that the honour of religion seems to them to require it Now on neither side can this be justified. The truth alone ought to be sought, and it can only be found in the facts. The answer to the